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Third Alexandrina World Music Festival
Bibliotheca Alexandrina 2011

Influenced by the deeply-rooted diversity of the great city of Alexandria, the Bibliotheca Alexand-
rina presents the Third Alexandrina Music Festival; a platform for performing and sharing diverse
music rhythms and melodies from Asia, Europe and the Mediterranean, expressing both indepen-
dent and shared origins, heritages and traditions,

The term ‘World Music’ exerts wide cross-cultural influences. The term that became known in the
1980s reminds us of not only the many genres of music: popular music, folk music, local music
and isolated forms of ethnic music from diverse geographical regions, but also of the melting pot
of sounds in the universe; voices that fade in the world to become eternal; music that has been
transformed from one form of energy to another throughout the ages, bearing all of its influences,
sorrows, illuminations, sensuality, spirituality, anxiety and peace.

Music sparks the flames of thought and imagination, joining together human souls and creature
spirits to smoothly and mystically flow through a language of magic and logic.

Let us approach the sounds of our Festival; bringing about some World Music, spreading scents
of existence and expressing forms of the living and shades of the dead; let us approach this uni-
versally unspoken intercultural dialogue of preserved identities, independent characters, related
ideas, common visions and methods of expression in this event.

The Festival represents a repertoire of world bands and ensembles, hosting the ‘Nafra Folk En-
semble’ from Malta, which is a major international exponent of Malta’s music heritage, reviving
the Maltese bagpipe instrument; the *“Wust el Balad” band from Egypt, encompassing different
musical backgrounds and flavors, being the first modern band to perform on the streets of Cairo;
the ‘Duo Seidenstrasse’ band, building a bridge between Germany and China in a musical journey;
the ‘Emeralds’ band from Egypt, presenting a duet between the Oud and the Saxophone, giving
rise to the ancient and modern spirits of Egypt; ‘El-Kaffafa’ group from Egypt with performances
reflecting the inherited traditional music prevailing in Egyptian deserts and Bedouin areas; and
finally the ‘Black Theama’ band from Egypt, presenting a mix between the world of Reggae, Blues,
and Jazz, and the world of Nubian music, presented in Egyptian dialect and finally "Masar Egbari”
Band from Egypt who will present an arrangement of traditional Egyptian songs, in addition to the
band'’s original songs and instrumental works.

All these blends nourish our souls and bodies with rhythms, melodies and movements, and fill us
with energy, embraced in a world of friendship between cultures, presented in the international
language of music on a land of a cosmopolitan civilization.

Yasmina Heidar, PhD

Deputy Director of the BA Arts Center
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Friday, 6 May 2011

WUST EL-BALAD (EGYPT)
BA Plaza, 8:00 pm
Ticket: EGP 30,-

Wust El-Balad (Egypt)
BA Plaza, 9:00 pm

In 1999, two guys got together, formed a band, with 6 others and realized their dream. That is the
basic story behind the Wust El Balad band.

Eight talented men from across the country joined together in Downtown, Cairo, forming one of
the most successful bands in Egypt now. Coming from different musical backgrounds, each one
.added his own style to the group. Their story is as compelling as music itself.

Beginning of the Dream

The story began when Hany Adel, guitarist and vocalist; and Ahmed Omran, Oud player and vo-
calist, formed Al-Far Al-Roumadi or The Grey Rat Band. The idea of this title was to recount the
stories, both heard and witnessed, by the small rat that sneaks into many houses. To fulfill the
dream, combining a diversity of sounds, the two began to look for more musicians.

Playing at traditional cafés, Hany and Omran made several acquaintances, Ismail Fawzy (guitar-
ist and vocalist) and Ihab Abdel Hamid (percussionist) were next to join. The addition of base
guitarist Ahmed Omar, guitarist Asaad Nessim and percussionist Mohammed Gamal Aldin added
to Wust El Balad a more rounded and eclectic sound, counterbalanced by the unique traditional
oriental voice of Adham El Said, who added spice to Wust El Balad.

Their first appearance was at the Opera House, Small Hall, jamming with Sameh Alazab>s band,
Nass Gedida or New People with only four songs. It was Sameh Alazab, who suggested the name
Wust El Balad to represent a more inner and intimate meaning.

They made their debut as Wust El Balad Band at Al Mashrabeya Gallery. Since then, Wust El
Balad Band has become a regular performer at most galleries, cultural centers, clubs, and some-
times special events and hotels.

Their vision was to reach the average person who cannot afford listening to their music or seeing
them perform at clubs or galleries. They were the first band to publicly perform on the streets of
Cairo, experiencing the most sensational audience of amazing concerts. They performed in Al-
Alfi Street to the local community during the French Festival Les Francais aiment I>Egypte, and
later traveled across Egypt.

In collaboration with Goethe Cultural Institute, the Mayor of Stuttgart invited Wust El Balad Band
to perform in Germany; to their amazement, a thrilling audience of 10,000 attended. Another out-
standing performance was when Wust El-Balad Band participated in the Centennial Celebration
of Heliopolis, Cairo. The residents of Heliopolis swarmed the venue.
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Friday, 6 May 2011

Members of the Band
Hany Adel

Ahmed Omran

Ismail Fawzy

lhab Abdel Hamid

Ahmed Omar

Asaad Nessim
Mohammed Gamal EI-Din
Adham El-Said

Guitar / Vocal
Oud / Vocal
Guitar / Vocal
Percussion
Base Guitar
Guitar
Percussion

Vocal
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Saturday, 7 May 2011

DUO SEIDENSTRASSE (GERMANY / CHINA)

Chanyuan Zhao (Vocal) and Benjamin Leuschner (Percussion)
Small Theater, 8:00 pm

EMERALDS - GEORGES KAZAZIAN (EGYPT)

Georges Kazazian (Oud) and Shady Ahmed (Saxophone)

BA Plaza, 9:00 pm

Ticket: EGP 10,-

DUO SEIDENSTRASSE (CHINA / GERMANY)
Chanyuan Zhao (Vocal) and Benjamin Leuschner (Percussion)

Small Theater, 8:00 pm
The long journey from the Middle Kingdom to the regions of origin in the Occident is lined with

secrets, legends and stories. In the duo Seidenstrasse two cultures meet as-on a traditional
trade route-with Chanyuan Zhao on the guzheng (Chinese curved-board zither) and Benjamin
Leuschner on percussion. By exchanging traditional sounds and rhythmic samples, the two musi-
cians offered their own musical style, and are therefore creating a new bridge between Asia and
Europe.

The focal points of the joint journey are traditional Chinese music in new arrangements, personal
compositions and improvisations, as well as the interpretation of traditional and new music. Max-
imum virtuosity is combined here with atmospherically close sound formations. The interaction of
Chanyuan and Benjamin therefore gives rise to musical styles of touching poetic delicacy as well
as powerful passages putting the audience in the spell of an exotic and remote world.

The curved-board zither guzheng is one of the oldest traditional string instruments in Chinese
music. Its sound is extremely multi-faceted, from tender and reflective to powerful and assertive
The mallet instruments (including the marimbaphone) and the whole range of percussion instru-
ments side with the guzheng as a harmonic complement with tension-filled contrasts.
Seidenstrasse are the winners of the audience award of the *Creole NRW 2006” and prize winners
of the "Creole NRW 2008"

From the statement of the international jury: <An expressive symbiosis between Chinese art mu-

sic and classic occidental percussion sounds which establishes a new direction in world music»
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Saturday, 7 May 2011

Emeralds - Georges Kazazian (EGYPT)
Georges Kazazian (Oud) and Shady Ahmed (Saxophone
Small Theater, 9:00 pm

Georges Kazazian (Oud)

With a style of his own and in the same time steeped in Egypt's

musical traditions, Georges Kazazian has journeyed through several traditions
of the world.

Traveling through musical expression seems to be an inner goal and

a way to create diversity and richness of colors and tonalities.

His albums capture a translucent way of playing the oud, his

music defines the essence of the river Nile, ever-living symbol of

Egypt's ancient civilization.

In his early days Georges Kazazian found the popular Egyptian musical
instruments extremely sophisticated, he loved the tones and over the years he
turned them into highly personal colors that reflect the ancient and the modern
spirit of Egypt.

It's not how you start, it's how you develop». Following this principle

he has emerged an influential voice in the world of music, a true artist

and creative genius

Georges Kazazian has performed at some of the most prestigious

festivals around the world, he has composed soundtracks for several

films.
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Sunday, 8 May 2011

EI-KAFFAFA Group (EGYPT)
BA Plaza, 8:00 pm

BLACK THEAMA (EGYPT)
BA Plaza, 9:00 pm

Ticket: EGP 30,-

El-Kaffafa Group (Egypt)
BA Plaza, 8:00 pm.

El-Kaffafa group participated in several festivals and competitions organized by the Cultural
Palaces for spontaneous and folkloric Arts. The group participates in wedding ceremonies in the
villages of Upper Egypt as part of the traditional heritage of this area. Their performance reflects
the inherited traditional music found in the Egyptian deserts and Bedouin areas.

The group participated in several festivals and traditional events, such as: Lialy EI-Mahrousa
Festival, the celebrations of the Holy month of Ramadan in Assiut Governorate, the pilgrimage
festival in Safaga, the Spontaneous and Folkloric Arts Festival, the celebrations of the national
day of the Assiut Governorate, Qenna Folkloric Arts Festival, the New Valley Governorate Arts

Festival.
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Sunday, 8 May 2011

Black Theama (EGYPT)
BA Plaza, 9:00 pm

Why Black Theama?

Not only because they are dark-skinned, but also because they present a mix between the dark
skinned in the world such as "Reggh, Blues, Jazz, Hip-Hop, R&B, and Nubian Music” and all this
is presented in the slang language from the Egyptian streets.

The project of the Group

It is trying to search for a relation between the music of the dark skinned in the world and mix it
with simple and useful words, in an easy way that allows the general public to understand this
music easily.

*Simply our project is presenting an alternative song”

When was the Group founded ?

It was founded during 2004, under the guidance of Amir Salah who had earlier a group called "Ka-
risma” with a friend of his called Mohamed Abdo. In one of their performances they met Mohamed
Bahr who attracted their attention. By then they decided to form a new group with a new name
and that was Black Theama.

The words of songs are unusual, and this is mainly because Black Theama’s lyricists are dif-
ferent: Mido Zohir, Ramy Yahya, Amir Salaheldin, Mohammed Abdo, Hasan Abo Tawiela. Eeed
ELswefy, Ramy Amin and Samir Farrag.

The composers are the founders of the Group, Ahmed Bahr is the composer of most of the songs,
and the group depends on his work totally.

Mohammed Abdo and Amir Salah compose songs to lyrics they write, and also compose other
songs written by others.

The Group was introduced in a short movie produced by the Swiss Cultural Center, and the movie
was displayed at the Festival of the short movies in the French and Swiss Cultural Centres, and
the German Goethe Institute.
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Sunday, 8 May 2011

Members of the Band

Amir Salah
Mohammed Abdo
Ahmed Bahr

Amro El Shimy
Mahmoud Abdulaziz
Medhat Ali

Amro Gahien

Mohamed Zatona
Adel Mikha
Mostafa Guida
Mohamed Samy

Vocal

Vocal

Vocal

Keyboard & Musical Arrangement
Drums

Spanish Guitar
Aud

Percussion & Duff
Duff & Tabla
Base Guitar
Violin




Monday, 9 May 2011

NAFRA ENSEMBLE (MALTA)
BA Plaza, 8:00 pm

MASSAR EGBARI (EGYPT)
BA Plaza, 9:00 pm

Ticket: EGP 30,-

Nafra Ensemble (MALTA)
BA Plaza, 8:00 pm

The NAFRA folk ensemble is a major international exponent of Malta's music heritage. Com-
poser Ruben Zahra is committed to the revival of traditional Maltese instruments, particularly
the Maltese bagpipe: ii-zaqq. He established the NAFRA folk ensemble portraying a versatile
program of Mediterranean folk-fusion embellished by the unique sonority of Maltese traditional
instruments. This innovative approach to Mediterranean music has led NAFRA to perform at major
music festivals across Europe, as well as Hong Kong, India and Tunisia. All the members of the
NAFRA folk ensemble are classically trained musicians, and the compositions of Ruben Zahra of-
ten adopt procedures derived from classical-contemporary music. NAFRA also collaborates with
larger groups, such as chamber ensembles, brass bands, and even symphony orchestras portray-
ing a fusion of folk roots and other musical styles. The music of NAFRA explores the sounds of
a culture which is uniquely interesting in view of Malta's position as a “cultural crossroad” of the
Mediterranean.

www.soundscapes.com.mt

Members of the Band

. Ruben Zahra Maltese traditional instruments
. Mario Frendo Viola

- Andrew Micallef Accordion

. Eric Wadge Bass

. Daniel Cauchi Drums
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Monday, 9 May 2011

Massar Egbari (Egypt)
BA Plaza, 9:00 pm

Massar Egbari was founded in 2005 by 4 musicians, Ayman Massoud (Keyboard), Hani El Dakkak
(Guitar & Lead Vocal), Ahmed Hafez (Bass Guitar), and Tamer Attallah (Drums). Mahmoud Siam
(Guitar) and Mohamed Nabil (Percussion) joined the band in 2008.

The members selected a sarcastic name Massar Egbari Mandatory Road, for their band. It re-
flected how they felt about the imposed power of society over people starting from their childhood
until their death. This social power aims at stereotyping everything including ways we think and
feel, leaving us almost no space for creation and innovation.

In 2007, Massar Egbari started its international musical career as it participated in 2 international
festivals: Malta Arts Festival in Valletta-Malta and in Barisa Rock Festival in Istanbul - Turkey
(a three-days festival, 62 bands from more than 6 countries). In 2008, the band participated in the
Biennale of young artist from Europe and the Mediterranean (Puglia, 2008) in Bari - Italy.

In 2009, Massar Egbari was invited as a special guest in the biennale of young artists from Eu-
rope and the Mediterranean in Skopje, Macedonia, and they performed 6 times on different stages
in the city. The band also participated in Festival Adriatico Mediterraneo in Ancona in ltaly in
2009. In, 2010 Massar Egbari participated in Sauti Za Busara Music Festival in Zanzibar, Tanza-
nia. In 2011, they won the “Young artist for inter-cultural dialogue between the Arab and Western
worlds” award, presented by the UNESCO.

In continuation to the 2nd World Music Festival, the band this year will present an arrangement
of traditional Egyptian songs, in addition to the band'’s original songs and instrumental works.

Members of the Band

= Ayman Massoud Keyboard

= Hani El Dakkak Guitar / Lead Vocal
= Ahmed Hafez Bass Guitar

* Tamer Attallah Drums

* Mahmoud Siam Guitar

* Mohamed Nabil Percussion
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